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Podcast in Education
As technology changes and advances, it influences other sectors also to adapt to the changes. The education sector is one such sector that has continuously adapted to the changes brought about by the technological revolution. The use of podcasts is increasing becoming an important learning and education tool used in the learning process, but many people do not know what they are and how they can be used to enhance the learning process. This report defines the term “podcast” and provides recommendations on how educators and learners can make use of the resources created by these tools to enhance the learning process.
Chris Bannon, a chief content officer at Sticher, defines the term “podcast” as a piece of audio, story, or documentary that someone can download and listens to. In the video, What is a Podcast? Here’s how to listen to a Podcast, Chris explains how podcasts have existed for more than a decade and yet few people understand how they can be used effectively. Podcasts are created through various steps beginning with the recording, testing the podcast, publishing, and finally, promoting it. However, podcasts are increasingly becoming an education tool in the education sector due to their potential benefits.
Some of the advantages of podcasts in education include the convenience of listening to the recording whenever and wherever. Like many content available online, podcasts can be downloaded and stored to be used later. This means that as long as they are kept safe in a storage device, one can access them at any convenient time and location. Other benefits include its easier aspect for students to catch-up on content that they did not understand or when they missed a class. Listening can sometimes be better than reading or even watching. As such, podcasts come in handy in helping learners think critically through their imaginations. As they listen to the recording, they can use their imaginations to form a mental picture of what is going on. This can help learners improve their cognitive abilities. As Riley (2019) explains, a good podcast provides information in a fun and entertaining way to increase learners’ engagement. A good podcast also extends the learners learning with critical links between the content areas they are taught (Riley, 2019). Therefore, how can educators or teachers utilize podcasts in the learning process?
Some of the podcasting ideas for educators include trying to use the podcast as the center of learning. According to Riley (2019), podcasts can be used either for listening to previous lessons or connecting new information that will form part of the discussion in class. Secondly, teachers can involve their learners in the creation of podcasts. This involves giving students projects on podcast creation as part of the learning experience. Learners can use numerous experiences to write up their projects based on interviews or tutorials that they have encountered. According to Riley (2019), student creation is one of the best ways to utilize podcasts in the education sector. This will enhance the use of podcasts in the education sector. According to Riley (2019) podcast creation is not a problem of the teacher alone, but learners can be equally involved.
Furthermore, teachers can incorporate stories as part of their discussions and teaching experience. According to Riley (2019), podcasts can be an effective way for learners to learn as well as share through storytelling. Podcasts are effective ways to extend and connect what the teacher has taught in the classroom to other relevant and information that may help students understands the content further. Lastly, podcasts can be used to share thoughts and information with other educators, learners, and other stakeholders in the education sector. Podcasts are increasingly becoming the best communication tool for different communities.
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